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Hinde and the Squirrel were now left alone of the five
ships. The provisions were running short, and the summer
season was closing. Both crews were on short allowance;
and with much difficulty Sir Humfrey was prevailed upon to
be satisfied for the present with what he had done, and to 5
lay off for England.
" So upon Saturday, hi the afternoon, the 31st of August,
we changed our course, and returned back for England, at
which very instant, even in winding about, there passed along
between us and the land, which we now forsook, a very lion, 10
to our seeming, in shape, hair, and colour; not swimming
after the manner of a beast by moving of his feet, but rather,
sliding upon the water with his whole body, except his legs,
in sight, neither yet diving under and again rising as the
manner is of whales, porpoises, and other fish, but confidently 15
showing himself without hiding, notwithstanding that we pre-
sented ourselves in open view and gesture to amaze him.
Thus he passed along, turning his head to and fro, yawning
and gaping wide, with ougly demonstration of long teeth and
glaring eyes ; and to bidde us farewell, coming right against 20
the Hinde, he sent forth a horrible voice, roaring and bellow-
ing as doth a lion, which spectacle we all beheld so far as we
* were able to discern the same, as men prone to wonder at every
strange thing. What opinions others had thereof, and chiefly
the General himself, I forbear to deliver. But he took it for 25
Bonum Omen, rejoicing that he was to war against such an
enemy, if it were the devil."
We have no doubt that he did thinfr it was the devil; men
in those days believing really that evil was more than a prin-
ciple or a necessary accident, and that in all their labour for 30
God and for right, they must make their account to have to
fight* with the devil in his proper person. But if we are to
call it superstition, and if this were no devil hi the form of a
roaring lion, but a mere great seal or sea-lion, it is a more
innocent superstition to impersonate so real a power, and it 35